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Participant Biographies

Philippe Aghion

Philippe Aghion is Professor of Economics at Harvard University.  His main research work is on growth and contract theory, which he attempts to merge into one unified theory of organizational change and growth.  With Peter Howitt, he developed the so-called Schumpeterian paradign, and extended the paradigm in several directions.  Much of the resulting work is summarized in his joint book with Howitt entitled Endogenous Growth Theory.  During the past five years Professor Aghion has explored the links between growth and market structure, combining theory and microeconometric analysis in collaboration with his colleagues at UCL-IFS.  A recent paper with Richard Blundell and other co-authors entitled “Competition and Innovation: An Inverted-U Relationship,” illustrates the attempt to achieve such a combination using cross-firm UK panel data.

Jagdish Bhagwati

Jagdish Bhagwati, a University Professor at Columbia University, was born in 1934 and raised in India. He attended Cambridge University, then studied at MIT and Oxford, returning to India in 1961 as Professor of Economics at the Indian Statistical Institute, and then as Professor of International Trade at the Delhi School of Economics. He returned to MIT in 1968, leaving it twelve years later as the Ford International Professor of Economics to join Columbia. Until 2001, he used to be Arthur Lehman Professor of Economics and Professor of Political Science at Columbia. Professor Bhagwati has also served as Economic Policy Advisor to Director-General, GATT (1991-1993), as Special Adviser to the UN on Globalization and as External Adviser to the WTO (2002-2003).  Professor Bhagwati has published more than three hundred articles and forty-five volumes. Regarded as one of the foremost international trade theorists of his generation, he has also made contributions to development theory and policy, public finance, immigration, and to the new theory of political economy. Professor Bhagwati is a Director of the National Bureau of Economic Research.  He was recently advisor to India's Finance Minister on India's economic reforms.  In 1971 he founded the Journal of International Economics, the premier journal in the field today, and Economics & Politics in 1989.  Professor Bhagwati is a Fellow of the Econometric Society and has been elected a member of the American Philosophical Society, and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He was a Vice President, and has also been elected Distinguished Fellow, of the American Economic Association. 

Robin Burgess

Robin Burgess is Lecturer in Economics and Co-Director of the Programme for the Study of Economic Organisation and Public Policy at STICERD at the London School of Economics.  He teaches courses on development economics as well as micro- and macroeconomics for public policy.  He is a Junior Fellow at the Bureau for Research in Economic Analysis of Development and a Research Affiliate Representative at the Centre for Economic Policy Research.  He is currently co-organizer of the LSE/UCL Development and Growth Seminar Series.

Paul Collier

Paul Collier is Professor of Economics and Director of the Center for the Study of African Economies at Oxford University.  He works on a wide range of macroeconomic, microeconomic and political economy topics concerned with Africa. Within macroeconomics he has focused on external shocks, exchange rate and trade policies. He has just completed the first ever external review of IMF operations for the Board of the IMF (with Professors Gunning and Hamada, and Dr. Botchwey). Within microeconomics he has focused on labour and financial markets, and on rural development, on which he has written three books and many articles. Within political economy, he has worked on the process of policy reform, and has also published a series of articles on “restraining the state.” He is currently researching the transition from civil war. He is a Professor Associate of CERDI, Université d'Auvergne, a Fellow of the CEPR, London, and was Director of the Development Research group at the World Bank (from April 1998 to April 2003). He holds a Distinction Award from Oxford University, and has won the Edgar Graham Prize. 

Hernando de Soto

Hernando de Soto is President of the Institute for Liberty and Democracy (ILD) headquartered in Lima, Peru.  He was chosen as one of the five leading Latin American innovators of the century by Time magazine in its special May 1999 issue on “Leaders for the New Millennium” and Forbes magazine, in its 85th anniversary edition, included him among 15 innovators “who will reinvent your future.”  Additionally, The Economist deemed the ILD as one of the two most important think tanks in the world.  Mr. de Soto is a member of the World Commission on the Global Dimension of Globalization, ILO —Co-Chaired by Ms. Tarja Halonen, President of Finland, and Mr. Benjamin Mkapa, President of Tanzania—; the UNDP Taskforce to Examine Private Resources for Development —Co-chaired by Mr. Paul Martin, former Finance Minister of Canada and Ernesto Zedillo —; and the Expert Group on Development Issues, EGDI, established by the Swedish Government.  Mr. de Soto was born in Arequipa, Peru, in 1941 and did his post-graduate work at the Institut Universitaire de Hautes Etudes Internationales in Geneva. He has served as an economist for the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, as President of the Executive Committee of the Copper Exporting Countries Organization (CIPEC), as Managing Director of Universal Engineering Corporation, as a principal of the Swiss Bank Corporation Consultant Group, and as a governor of Peru's Central Reserve Bank.  Mr. de Soto has published two books about economic and political development: The Other Path, in the mid 1980s, and The Mystery of Capital: Why Capitalism Triumphs in the West and Fails Everywhere Else, at the end of 2000. Mr. de Soto was President Alberto Fujimori's Personal Representative and Principal Advisor until he resigned two months before the President's coup d'état. Among the prizes he has received are The Freedom Prize (Switzerland), and The Fisher Prize (United Kingdom). 

Padma Desai

Padma Desai is the Gladys and Roland Harriman Professor of Comparative Economic Systems and Director of the Center for Transition Economies at Columbia University.  She is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, and President of the Association  for Comparative Economic Studies (2001).  She was the U.S. Treasury’s Advisor to the Russian Finance Ministry in the summer of 1995.  She received her Ph.D. in Economics from Harvard University where she began her teaching career.  Professor Desai has published extensively in professional journals on issues of economic planning in the Soviet Union before she switched her research agenda to economic reforms in Russia and the transition economies. Among her publications are Marxism, Central Planning and the Soviet Economy (Editor) (The MIT Press); Going Global: Transition from Plan to Market in the World Economy (Editor) (The MIT Press, second printing; Chinese translation); and (jointly with Todd Idson) Work Without Wages: Russia's Nonpayment Crisis (The MIT Press, December 2000).  Her Financial Crisis, Contagion, and Containment: From Asia to Argentina, described by Paul Krugman as the "best book yet on financial crises," was published by Princeton University Press in April 2003.  She is currently working on Conversations on Russia, a collection of interviews with distinguished Russian and Western policy makers and analysts on Russian reforms from Yeltsin to Putin.

David Dollar

David Dollar is Director of Development Policy at The World Bank.  Before assuming this position in the summer of 2003, he was the Research Manager for the Bank’s macroeconomics and growth team. He co-authored (with Lant Pritchett) the World Bank report Assessing Aid (www.worldbank.org/research/aid). His contributions to the aid effectiveness research covered the impact of aid on growth and poverty, how aid could be reallocated to have a larger effect on poverty reduction, and the impact of structural adjustment lending and conditionality on policy reform. His current work focuses on the impact of different institutions and policies on inequality and poverty. In particular, he is investigating the impact of globalization -- openness to trade and capital flows -- on growth, inequality, and poverty. Before joining the research department Dollar spent six years working on Vietnam (1989-95) and headed up the Bank's policy dialogue with that country during a period of intense reform and structural adjustment. He continues to do research on the impact of economic reform and growth on welfare in Vietnam. Prior to joining the World Bank Dollar taught economics at UCLA and was a visitor at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in Beijing. He has a PhD in economics from NYU and a BA in Chinese Studies from Dartmouth College.
Barry Eichengreen 

Mr. Eichengreen is the George C. Pardee and Helen N. Pardee Professor of Economics and Professor of Political Science at the University of California, Berkeley, where he has taught since 1987. He is also Research Associate of the National Bureau of Economic Research (Cambridge, Massachusetts) and Research Fellow of the Centre for Economic Policy Research (London, England). In 1997-98 he was Senior Policy Advisor at the International Monetary Fund. He is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences (class of 1997). He is the chairman of the Bellagio Group of academics and economic officials. He has held Guggenheim and Fulbright Fellowships and has been a fellow of the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences (Palo Alto) and the Institute for Advanced Study (Berlin). Professor Eichengreen has published widely on the history and current operation of the international monetary and financial system. His books include Capital Flows and Crises (MIT Press, 2003), Financial Crises and What to Do About Them (Oxford University Press, 2002), and Golden Fetters: The Gold Standard and the Great Depression, 1919-1939 (Oxford University Press, 1992).

Fan Gang

Fan Gang is the Director of the National Economic Research Institute, China Reform Foundation (NERI-China) and Professor of Economics at the Graduate School of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in the People’s Republic of China. He also serves as an advisor to the Chinese government and consultant to a number of international organizations.  Dr.Fan  has been a proponent of using tight monetary policy coupled with an expansionary macroeconomic policy to stimulate China’s domestic demand, which remained sluggish during 1999. Although critics of the Chinese government’s massive investment in infrastructure construction maintained that such public spending merely increased government debt and had so far failed to achieve its purpose, Dr. Fan recommended patience, pointing out that macroeconomic policies take time to work and that in the absence of adequate private investment, the government was obliged to step in until the market economy became firmly established. Dr. Fan earned his Ph.D. in economics at the Graduate School of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.  Dr. Fan has been a consultant to international organizations undertaking economic endeavors such as the World Bank, the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), and the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).

Jeffry Frieden

Jeffry Frieden is the Stanfield Professor of International Peace at Harvard University.  He specializes in the politics of international monetary and financial relations. Frieden is the author of Banking on the World: The Politics of American International Finance (1987); and Debt, Development, and Democracy: Modern Political Economy and Latin America, 1965-1985 (1991). Among other publications, he is the co-editor (with Barry Eichengreen) of Forging an Integrated Europe (1998), (with David Lake) of International Political Economy: Perspectives on Global Power and Wealth, Fourth Edition (2000), and (with Ernesto Stein) of Currency Games: Exchange Rate Politics in Latin America (2001).

Juan Carlos Hallak

Juan Carlos Hallak is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Economics at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.  Professor Hallak's main interests are in the fields of international economics, industrial organization, and economic growth. His current research attempts to formalize and test models of international trade that take into account differences in product quality across countries. He has also studied the links between factor accumulation, international specialization of production, and development.  He received his Ph.D. from Harvard University in 2002.

Heba Handoussa

Professor  Handoussa is the Managing Director of the Economic Research Forum for the Arab countries, Iran and Turkey. She is also a member of the Shura Council, Egypt's Upper House of Parliament. An economist by training, Professor Handoussa taught at the American University in Cairo and was subsequently appointed as Vice Provost. She has served as an advisor to the Egyptian government and consultant to the World Bank. In 2000 she was elected as a member of the Board of the Central Bank of Egypt. Her numerous research publications cover the areas of structural adjustment, industrial policy and foreign aid, institutional reform and comparative development models.

James Levinsohn

James Levinsohn is Professor of Economics and Public Policy at the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor.  Professor Levinsohn's research interests span international economics, industrial organization, applied econometrics, and development economics. His current research is on estimating productivity, understanding industry dynamics, the impact of globalization on wage determination, and estimating changes in poverty in South Africa. 

Wahiduddin Mahmud

Wahiduddin Mahmud is currently Professor of Economics at Dhaka University. He is also President of Bangladesh Economic Association, a post he has held since 1996, and Chairman of the PKSF, a premier institution in Bangladesh for funding microcredit programmes of NGOs. He is the Chairman of the Banking Reform Committee set up by the Government of Bangladesh and the Panel of Economists for the Fifth Five Year Plan (1998-2002), a Member of the Macroeconomic Consultative Committee of the Ministry of Finance and a Board Member of the Central Bank. He has been a Convenor of the Agricultural Commission as well as the Banking Commission. He was the Minister of Finance and Planning in the 1996 National Caretaker Government in Bangladesh. He holds a PhD from the University of Cambridge and has served as a consultant at international agencies including the World Bank.  Professor Mahmud has published a number of research papers in reputed academic journals, particularly on macroeconomic policies and reforms, macroeconomic models of developing countries, structural adjustment, food policy, agricultural and rural diversification, manpower planning, international labour migration, rural development and gender issues. His forthcoming edited book is titled Adjustment and Beyond:The Reform Experience in South Asia, Macmillan (London).

Mark Malloch Brown

Since 1 July 1999, Mark Malloch Brown has been the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme, the UN’s global development network. He is also the Chair of the United Nations Development Group, a committee consisting of the heads of all UN funds, programmes and departments working on development issues. During his tenure at UNDP, Mr. Malloch Brown’s efforts have included a major push to expand UN support to developing countries in areas such as democratic governance and using information and communications technology to support development.  At the request of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Mr. Malloch Brown is also leading the UN system in developing a strategy to help support the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals – eight, time-bound development targets with the overarching goal of halving extreme poverty by 2015 – which were agreed to by world leaders at the UN Millennium Summit of September 2000.  From 1994 to1999 Mr. Malloch Brown served at the World Bank as Vice President for External Affairs and United Nations Affairs. From 1986 to 1994, he was a lead partner in an international consulting firm, where he advised governments, political leaders and corporations.  A British citizen, Mr. Malloch Brown received an Honours Degree in History from Magdalene College, Cambridge University, and a Master's Degree in Political Science from the University of Michigan. He is married and has four children. 

Robert Mendelsohn

Mr. Mendelsohn is the Edwin Weyerhaeuser Davis Professor at the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies and a Professor of Economics and in the School of Management at Yale.  He received his B.A. from Harvard University and his Ph.D. from Yale.  For over two decades Professor Mendelsohn has concentrated his research work on valuing the environment.  His dissertation included an integrated assessment model of air pollution that could measure the damages of emissions.  This work has been extended to acid rain and, most recently, to greenhouse gases.  He has also worked on valuing natural ecosystems, from tropical rainforests in Latin America to temperate forests in the Pacific Northwest and Alaska. Professor Mendelsohn hopes to extend integrated assessment to ecosystem management. 

Lant Pritchett
A Lecturer in Public Policy and Faculty Co-Chair of the Master in Public Administration in International Development at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, Mr. Pritchett has wide experience as a researcher and practitioner in developing countries. After a decade in the World Bank's research group, he moved to the World Bank's office in Indonesia as a Principal Socio-Economist. His current research focuses on the design of poverty reduction strategies and the institutional conditions for effective provision of public services. His publications include: Assessing Aid: What Works, What Doesn't and Why (with David Dollar, 1998); World Development Report 1994: Infrastructure for Development (co-author, 1994); World Development Report 2004: Making Services Work for the Poor; and journal articles and papers on a wide range of topics, including poverty and vulnerability, social capital, health, safety net programs, economic growth, education, participatory project approaches, and trade. He holds a BS in economics from Brigham Young University and a PhD in economics from MIT. 

Gustav Ranis

Gustav Ranis is the Frank Altschul Professor of International Economics at Yale University and the Henry R. Luce Director of the Yale Center for International and Area Studies.  He was Assistant Administrator for Program and Policy for the Agency for International Development/Department of State, 1965-67, Director of the Economic Growth Center at Yale, 1967-75, and Director of the Pakistan Institute of Development Economics, 1958-61.  He received an Honorary Degree from Brandeis University in 1982 and has been the subject of two Festschrift conferences.  His publications include more than 20 books and 200 articles in professional journals.

Mary Robinson

Mary Robinson currently heads a new venture established to support human rights, called the Ethical Globalization Initiative.  Prior to directing this initiative, she served as the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, a position to which she was appointed in 1997.  As High Commissioner, Mrs. Robinson gave priority to implementing the reform proposal of Secretary-General Kofi Annan to integrate human rights concerns in all the activities of the United Nations.  Mrs. Robinson came to the United Nations after a distinguished seven-year tenure as President of Ireland.  Before her election as President in 1990, Mrs. Robinson served as Senator, holding that office for 20 years. In 1969 she became the youngest Reid Professor of Constitutional Law at Trinity College, Dublin. She was called to the bar in 1967, becoming a Senior Counsel in1980, and a member of the English Bar (Middle Temple) in 1973. She also served as a member of the International Commission of Jurists (1987-1990) and of the Advisory Commission of Inter-Rights (1984-1990).  Educated at Trinity College, Mrs. Robinson also holds law degrees from the King's Inns in Dublin and from Harvard University.
Susan Rose-Ackerman

Susan Rose-Ackerman is the Henry R. Luce Professor of Jurisprudence at the Yale Law School and a Professor in the Department of Political Science. Her areas of expertise include administrative law; law and economics; corruption; regulation and political economy; social choice, comparative administrative law; and law and economic development.  She was a Guggenheim Fellow from 1991-92; a Fulbright Scholar in Germany from 1991-92; a Research Scholar with The World Bank from 1995 to 1996;  a Fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences in 2002; and a Fellow at the Collegium Budapest in 2002.  She serves as the Co-Director of the Center for Law, Economics and Public Policy and her most recent publication is Corruption and Government: Causes, Consequences and Reform (1999).

Mark Rosenzweig

Mark R. Rosenzweig is Mohamed Kamal Professor of Public Policy at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. Prior to joining the Kennedy School he taught in the economics departments at Yale, Minnesota, and most recently, at the University of Pennsylvania, where he was Departmental Chair for five years and the Walter H. Annenberg Professor in the Social Sciences. His most recent work examines the consequences of the Indian green revolution for schooling attainment, household structure, and deforestation; the impact of local democratization on the distribution of public services in India; the effects of maternal schooling on children's human capital; and the consequences of low birthweight. In 1979–80, Rosenzweig was the Director of Research for the U.S. Select Commission of Immigration and Refugee Policy and he is currently Co-Principal Investigator for the New Immigrant Survey, the first national longitudinal survey of immigrants in the United States. Rosenzweig is a Co-Editor of the Journal of Development Economics, a member of the Executive Committee of the American Economic Association, and a Fellow of the Econometric Society.

T. Paul Schultz

Paul Schultz is the Malcolm K. Brachman Professor of Economics at Yale University.  His current research interests include schooling, health, and mobility in development;  income distribution and endogenous household composition; and gender inequalities.  His courses cover microeconomics of individual and household behavior, labor and health economics, and income distribution.  Professor Schultz serves on the Board of Trustees of the Economic Research Forum for Arab Countries, Iran and Turkey and has twice served as Director of the Economic Growth Center at Yale.

T.N. Srinivasan

T. N. Srinivasan holds a Ph.D. from and is Samuel C. Park, Jr. Professor of Economics at Yale University.  Formerly a Professor, and later Research Professor, at the Indian Statistical Institute, Delhi (1964-1977), he has taught at numerous universities in the US.  His research interests include international trade, development, agricultural economics and microeconomic theory.  He recently authored Reintegrating India with the World Economy with Suresh D. Tendulkar (Washington:  Institute for International Economics, 2003) and edited Trade, Finance and Investment in South Asia (New Delhi: Social Science Press, 2001).  He is also the author of Developing Countries and the Multilateral Trading System (Boulder, CO:  Westview Press, 1998).  Professor Srinivasan is a Fellow of the American Philosophical Society, the Econometric Society and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and a Foreign Associate of the National Academy of Sciences.  He was named Distinguished Fellow of the American Economic Association in 2003.

Joseph Stiglitz

In the spring of 2001 Joseph Stiglitz accepted a joint appointment to a chaired professorship at Columbia Business School, the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences (in the Department of Economics) and the School of International and Public Affairs. He was the first Joel M. Stern Faculty Scholar at Columbia Business School from the fall of 1999 until Spring 2001. From 1997 to 2000, he served as the World Bank's Chief Economist and Senior Vice President for Development Economics. Prior to that, he served on President Clinton's economic team as a member of the U.S. Council of Economic Advisors from 1993 to 1995 and as its Chairman from 1995 to 1997.  Stiglitz is a renowned scholar and teacher of a new branch of economics that he created, the "Economics of Information." He also helped pioneer such pivotal concepts as theories of adverse selection and moral hazard, which have now become standard tools of policy analysts, as well as economic theorists.  Stiglitz was a Fulbright Scholar and a Tapp Junior Research Fellow at Cambridge University in 1970. He became a fellow of the Econometric Society at the age of 29 and is a member of the National Academy of Science. He is also the recipient of the prestigious John Bates Clark Medal, awarded every two years to the American economist under the age of 40 who has made the most significant contributions to the subject. In 2001, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Economics for the analysis of markets with asymmetric information.

Christopher Udry

Christopher Udry is the Henry J. Heinz, II Professor of Economics at Yale University.  He is a development economist whose research focuses on rural economic activity in Africa. He has conducted extensive field research in West Africa into technological change in agriculture, the use of financial markets, asset accumulation and gift exchange to cope with risk, gender relations and the structure of household economies, and a variety of other aspects of rural economic organization.  He spent two years as a secondary school teacher in northern Ghana, and has been a visiting scholar at Ahmadu Bello University in Nigeria and at the University of Ghana at Legon. At Yale, Udry is the Director of the Economic Growth Center.  

Ernesto Zedillo

Mr. Zedillo was President of Mexico from December 1994 to December 2000. He earned his undergraduate degree at the National Polytechnical Institute of Mexico and his master’s and doctoral degrees at Yale University. After leaving office, Mr. Zedillo became Chairman of the UN High Level Panel of Financing for Development and Distinguished Visiting Fellow at the London School of Economics. He is now Co-Coordinator of the UN Millennium Development Goals Task Force on the Multilateral Trading System, Co-Chairman of the UN Commission on the Private Sector and Development, and Co-Chairman of the International Commission on Global Public Goods. He is Director of the Center for the Study of Globalization and Professor in the Field of International Economics and Politics at Yale University.
